TOWARDS  A   SOCIALIST  SOCIETY
stressing. Its analysis of present-day conditions was often
superficial, and some of its prophecies were ludicrously falsex;
it was too optimistic as regards human nature; it generalized
too hastily; its belief in the finality of its own narrow solutions
was disproportionate to the vastness of the problem. Its main
defect was to pass much too soon from criticism to construc-
tion, " The pear is ripe/' said Saint-Simon on his deathbed, but
it was far from ripe. Saint-Simonists grossly underestimated
both the amount and the duration of the critical preparation
necessary for the undermining of the existing competitive
order, as the next one hundred years were to show. Finally, in
a rightly meant endeavour to give their economic doctrines a
moral basis, they wasted their energies in a vain attempt to
make Saint-Simonism a new religion.
*#*###**
The term "Utilitarian " has often been used in reference to
Saint-Simonist ideals, and their connection with the English
Utilitarian movement is an interesting story of mutual influence,
to which, however, we can make but the barest- reference.
Anti-Socialist as Bentham was, he exercised on Saint-Simon a
direct influence by his writings and an indirect influence
through his Socialist disciple, Robert Owen, while a close
relation existed between their respective successors, Comte and
J. S. Mill. Both movements were a reaction against the a priori
in politics, both were critical of current ethical standards
and particularly of Christian morality, and tended to interpret
happiness in material terms: both were the direct offspring of
the ferment of new ideas which characterized the opening
years of the nineteenth century, and although themselves
strongly under its influence, marked a revulsion from eighteenth-
century philosophy. But divergence over the question of
laissez-faire soon drew them along different roads.
In spite of its immediate failure, and of the defects that took
much away from its later influence, Saint-Simonism remains
one of the essential formative forces of nineteenth-century
1 E.g. " Aujourd'hui tout porte a croire que par la cessation des guerres, par
Tetablissement d'un regime qui mette un terme aux crises violentes, aucune
rttrogradation meme partielle n'aura lieu dhormais" (Exposition, p. 167).
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